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Welcome 
 
Welcome to Buxlow Preparatory School Early Years Centre where we have provided quality 
education for Reception aged children for many years.  In September 2015, we are pleased to 
extend our enhanced Early Years Curriculum to 2-5 year olds in our very own Nursery and Pre-
school. 
 
This document is intended to provide a brief overview of the education and pastoral care offered 
along with important practical information in our EYFS Centre.  To see our School and Nursery in 
Action please do not hesitate to call our School Office to arrange a private tour.   
 
Our early years’ Reception, Nursery and Pre-school centre has well-qualified and enthusiastic staff 
who set about laying sure foundations for each child including nurturing  the love of learning and 
ensuring children are happy, confident and secure. In this manner, the roots of profound and 
fruitful learning, and the development of self-motivated learners is achieved.  
 
It is our experience that our new children settle quickly, aided and encouraged by exciting learning 
opportunities designed to be challenging but always lots of fun. Through exploration and discovery 
which is free from pressure our professional staff ably encourage the children to spend time 
learning through observing, experimenting and imitating.  
 
Thank you for your interest in our Early Years Centre. The staff and I look forward to meeting with 
you and discussing how we may best help your child to enjoy the best of beginnings for a lifetime 
of learning at Buxlow. 
 
 
 
 
 
Christina A Leach 
Head  
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EYFS at Buxlow 
EYFS 1 and 2 children will be given the opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning. 
Buxlow Nursery and Reception will support children’s thinking and help them make connections 
by showing interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open ended questions. 
Our children are able to access resources and move around the classroom freely and purposefully 
to extend their learning. 
 
When children have opportunities to play with ideas in different situations and with a variety of 
resources, they discover connections and come to new and better understandings and ways of 
doing things. Adult support in this process enhances their ability to think critically and ask 
questions. 
 
Planning  
The Early Learning Goals provide the basis for planning throughout the Foundation Stage. 
Teachers use the national schemes of work, where appropriate, to support their planning for 
individual children. The planning objectives within the Foundation Stage are from the 
Development Matters Statements from the Early Years Foundation Stage document. The planning 
is based upon themes with discrete phonics, maths and reading directed teaching. However, 
planning, which is based upon a different topic which is identified as vehicle of interest to deliver 
the children’s next steps in learning, also therefore responds to the needs, achievement and 
interest of the children.  
Our medium-term planning identifies the intended learning, with outcomes, for children working 
towards the Early Learning Goals. 
 
Observations - Foundation Stage staff use observations as the basis for planning. Staff are skilled 
at observing children to identify their achievements, interests and next steps for learning. These 
observations then lead the direction of the planning. Relevant and significant observations are 
recorded in the children’s Learning Journeys. 
Assessment - During the first term in Reception, the teacher assesses the ability of each child using 
a baseline test. These assessments allow us to identify patterns of attainment within the cohort, in 
order to adjust the teaching programme for individual children and groups of children. 
The Foundation Stage Profile is the nationally employed assessment tool that enables teachers to 
record their observations at the end of the Foundation Stage, and to summarise their pupils’ 
progress towards the Early Learning Goals. It covers each of the seven areas of learning contained 
in the curriculum guidance for the 
 
Foundation Stage. 
We record each child’s level of development against the early Learning goals as Emerging, 
Expected or Exceeding. We make regular assessments of children’s learning, and we use this 
information to ensure that future planning reflects identified needs. 
 
Assessment in the Foundation Stage takes the form of both formal and informal observations, 
photographic evidence and through planned activities. Assessment is completed regularly and 
involves both the teacher and other adults, as appropriate. The collection of assessment data in 
the Foundation Stage Profile is a statutory requirement. 
 
The teacher keeps progress records and learning journals and records examples of each child’s 
work. These progress books contain a wide range of evidence that we share with parents at each 
parental consultation meeting. 
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Tracking is updated at the end of each term to feed into the whole-school assessment and tracking 
process. We record each child’s level of development to be just working towards, comfortably 
working within or securely working within the Development Matters age-bands. 
 
At the end of the final term in Reception we send a summary of these assessments to the LA for 
analysis. The child’s next teacher uses this information to make plans for the year ahead. We share 
this information too at parental consultation meetings and in the end-of-year report. 
 
Parents receive an annual written report that offers brief comments on each child’s progress in 
each area of learning. It highlights the child’s strengths and development needs, and gives details 
of the child’s general progress. We complete these in June, and send them to parents in early July 
each year. 
 
The Learning Environment -The Foundation Stage classroom is organised to allow children to 
explore and learn securely and safely. There are specific areas where the children can be active, be 
quiet, creative etc. 
 
Children have access to both inside and outside area across the day; this has a positive effect on 
the children’s development. The Foundation Stage has access to an outdoor classroom area as 
well as its own playground, complete with trim trail. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing 
things in different ways and in different scales than when indoors. The children can explore, use 
their senses and be physically active and exuberant. All areas of the curriculum can be explored 
outside. 
 
Teaching & Learning Styles 
The features of effective teaching and learning in our school are defined in our policy on teaching 
and learning. 
They apply to teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage just as much as they do to the 
teaching and learning in Key Stage 1 or 2. 
The more general features of good practice in our school that relate to the Foundation Stage are: 

 the partnership between teachers and parents, carers and other settings that helps our 

children to feel secure at school, and to develop a sense of well-

understanding that teachers have of how children develop and learn, and how this must be 

reflected in their teaching; 

 the range of approaches that provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make 

appropriate interventions, and extend and develop the children’s play, talk or other means of 

communication; 

 the carefully planned curriculum that helps children achieve the Early Learning Goals by the 

end of the Foundation Stage; 

 the provision for children to take part in activities that build on and extend their interests, and 

develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities; 

 the encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and to develop 

independence and self-management; 

 the support for learning, with appropriate and accessible space, facilities and equipment, both 

indoors and outdoors; 

 the identification, through observations, of children’s progress and future learning needs, 

which are regularly shared with parents; 
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 the good relationships between our school and the other educational settings in which the 

children have been learning before joining our school; 

 the clear aims of our work, and the regular monitoring of our work to evaluate and improve it; 

 the regular identification of training needs for all adults working at the Foundation Stage. 

Transition 
Starting school can be a difficult time for young children; we therefore plan this time carefully to 
support children with the transition and to ensure it is as smooth as possible for each child and 
that they settle in to their new class quickly and happily. 
 
Starting Reception  
Parents of all children starting in the next academic year will be invited to an Induction Meeting in 
the Summer term to meet their child’s new teacher and other key staff and learn more about the 
Reception curriculum. This is an opportunity for staff to: 

 Go through the school handbook 

 Explain about uniform, PE kit and lunches 

 Explain about holidays and absences  

 Purchase uniform and book bag if requested 

 Explain the arrangements for the gradual induction in to reception 

New class sessions 
The children are given three opportunities to come in to school to meet their new class teacher 
and other children in their class. They will spend a morning in their new class. Parents can leave 
their child during this session. This means that before they join their new class the Reception 
environment is already a familiar place to them. Arrangements are also made for the children’s 
new class teacher to visit them in their current nursery setting. 
 
September Intake  
When children join the school in September the following procedures will apply in order that they 
can gradually adjust to their new surroundings: 

 During the first week, children will attend for the morning session only. 

 During the second week, and thereafter, children will attend for the full school day unless 

Foundation staff and parents or guardians agree that it is not in the best interests of an 

individual child. 

Starting in Key Stage 1 (Year 1)  
Throughout the Reception year, each child’s involvement in whole school life will have been built 
upon; many of the teaching and support staff will already be familiar people to them. They will 
have taken part in Key Stage and whole school assemblies as well as sharing playtimes with the 
Key Stage 1 children. 
Children have the opportunity to meet their new class teacher and spend a morning in their new 
class during the summer term. 
 
Safeguarding & Welfare 
‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, 
and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them.’ (Statutory Framework 
for EYFS 2014) 
Buxlow understands that we are legally required to comply with welfare requirements as stated in 
the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage 2014. 
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 To provide a setting that is welcoming, safe and stimulating where children can grow in 

confidence; 

 Promote good health; 

 Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development 

and individual needs 

 To ensure that all adults who look after the children, or who have unsupervised access to 

them, are suitable to do so; 

 Ensure that the setting, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for the purpose it was 

intended for; 

Maintain records, policies and procedures required for the safe efficient management of the 
setting and to meet the needs of the children. 
 
Keeping Safe - It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to educate 
children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide 
children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. We encourage children to take 
risks and highlight the importance of keeping themselves safe by teaching them how to recognise 
and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. 
(See Buxlow’s Safeguarding Policy). 
 
Good Health - All children have a healthy snack each day as well as being given the choice of milk. 
They have access to water at all times. 
 
Intimate Care - “Intimate” care is any care which involves washing, touching or carrying out an 
invasive procedure that most children are able to carry out themselves. However, depending on a 
child’s age and stage of development, they may need some support, for example dressing, wiping 
their bottom after using the toilet and changing underwear following an accident. In most cases, 
intimate care is to do with personal hygiene and it is good practise for the school to inform the 
school nurse of all children requiring intimate care. 
 
Every child has the right to privacy, dignity and a professional approach from all staff when 
meeting their needs and it is important that staff work in partnership with parents to give the right 
support to an individual child. No intimate care is to be given without the express written 
permission of the parent or guardian of that child and all parents and guardians will be asked to 
provide that permission when their child joins reception at Buxlow 
 
Monitoring and Review 
It is the responsibility of those working in Reception to follow the principles stated in this policy. 
The Head and ILG Head of Nurseries will carry out monitoring on EYFS as part of the whole school 
monitoring schedule. The Curriculum Committee of The Governing Body will also be part of this 
procedure. 

What can you expect in our Buxlow Early Years Centre ? 

Under the caring guidance of our experienced Reception and Nursery staff, we ensure each child 
experiences a happy and fulfilling early childhood education.  It is very important to us as a team 
that we provide a creative, caring, inclusive teaching and learning environment. Together Nursery, 
Pre-school and Reception create an environment which is warm, welcoming and secure. 
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The children can be seen engrossed in the learning-play, secure in their sense of belonging and in 
the knowledge that they are respected, accepted and well looked after. Our aim is to enable the 
children to become confident, self-motivated learners prepared for formal schooling at Year 1. 

In this environment each child's individuality, strengths and gifts are nurtured and they, in turn, 
begin to build the trust and confidence necessary to: 

 enjoy positive interactions and reciprocal relationships with the teachers and other 
children; 

 explore more structured learning including beginning literacy and numeracy;  
 become actively involved in investigative learning, focussed on finding answers to 

questions they themselves have posed;  
 begin to experience research and independence in learning; and to 
 begin to acquire the skills in critical thinking, creativity and working with others.  

Website EYFS Information: Our website contains general information for all parents across the 
school. All information of a public nature is available on the website either to read or down load.  

The parents’ notice board in our Early Years Centre provides information on weekly planning and 
Key people, as well as a whole range of regularly up-dated age-appropriate general interest 
information.  

Daily Life 

Nursery and Pre-school: Nursery and Pre-school children receive acceptance, affection and 
respect, they enjoy access to a variety of exciting activities all of which have been purposefully 
planned by their teachers to extend and to challenge. In this way they learn to love learning 
through the means of play.   

Reception Class: French lessons begin in Reception as do lessons in Computing, Music and PE. The 
children enjoy weekly visits to the Lower School library. Learning objectives are woven through 
their self-initiated play as well as more structured learning opportunities.  

Since children's abilities vary widely at this stage, all lessons are differentiated so that all pupils are 
appropriately challenged in their learning. Tiny hands are strengthened through pre-writing whilst 
mathematical curiosity is nurtured through pre-numeracy activities such as measuring, stacking 
and sorting games. Ideas for self-directed make-believe are continually refreshed and children 
thrive on the challenge of perfecting motor skills.   

Getting started  

Admissions and Commencement: The School Office will confirm the child’s start date, and 
sessional allocation in writing. (See Sessions) 
 

Administration: The Admissions Office will send out the following forms which need to be 
completed and returned on or before the first day of term: 

 Data Collection Form 

 Photograph/artwork Consent and Release Form 

 Dietary and Medical Information Form 

Parents are also required to take their birth certificate or passport to the School office so that we 
may take a copy for our files. 
 
Sessions – Nursery and Pre-school: In the term preceding your child’s commencement date, the 
School Office will send a Sessional Request Form home so that parents can indicate their 



Buxlow/ Early Years Handbook/2015-2018         8  

preferences regarding sessions. The Nursery Manager endeavours to fulfil individual requests, 
although this is not always possible. 

Similarly parents of existing children will receive a Sessional Request Form, so that they have the 
opportunity to increase or vary the sessions that their child is currently enjoying. 

For allocation and billing purposes, full days are counted as two sessions. In order to benefit from 
the full breadth of the curriculum, it is our expectation that children will commence nursery with a 
minimum of three sessions per week, building as they approach their Reception Class. 

 
The School Day 
Pre-School and Reception School Hours  

Pre-School Morning        8am – 1pm 

 

 

                                Term time only -       

Afternoon     1pm – 6pm 

Full Day         8am – 6pm  

School day    8.15am – 3.15pm 

 

 

  

Reception School day – Term time only 

                        8.30am – 3.15pm 

 

Settling In 

New Entrants 

For us the most effective ‘settling in’ system is one which provides parents, children and teachers 
ample time to get to know each other before children can manage the farewell process for 
themselves. Of course this settling in period will vary from child to child.  

Parents may ask to stay for the first few sessions whilst children familiarise themselves with their 
new environment and routines. The decision as to when it is appropriate for parents not to stay is 
best made in conjunction with the staff. Teachers are masters of distraction and we will do all in 
our power to help little ones settle quickly.  

Parents will be invited to a ‘Settling in Review Meeting’ towards the end of the six-week settling in 
period at which we will discuss ways in which the process has been managed and we will review 
our procedures in the light of information gained. 

 
Drop-off and Collection 

The security of all our children is of paramount importance. The teacher will go through the 
dropping-off and collection policy with the new parents during the home visit. Children will only 
be released to a nominated adult who is known and recognised by the teacher or an adult who 
knows the individual child’s password. In the case of an emergency, a child may only be picked up 
by a nominated adult who has not been personally introduced by the parent when a pre-agreed 
pass word is used. 
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Drop-off and Collection Procedures 

Early Supervision: EYFS 1 (Nursery and Pre-school) children may enter the building from 8:00 am. 
Note: Bicycles, skateboards, and roller blades are not permitted. 

Morning Drop Off: (Parking to drop off): Please do not double park or park illegally when 
dropping your child at school or picking up. 

Do consider the neighbours!  Please do not park over neighbours’ driveways and please, please do 
not leave unattended cars. Good relations with our neighbours are most important to us. 

 Morning Drop-off and afternoon pick-up for Pre-schoolers 
Morning: Parent or carers should hand over their child to the Reception Teacher, Nursery 
Manager or assistant each morning. 

 Afternoon:  Parent or carers may wait outside at the front of school for "hand over" of your 
child to you. Please let us know in advance if you have pick up changes such as a change in 
time or the person collecting your child. 

 
The Curriculum 

The Early Years:  3-5 Years (Nursery, Pre-school and Reception) 

The EYFS Framework explains how and what your child will be learning to support their healthy 
development. Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their 
understanding through 7 areas of learning and development. 

Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are: 
1. Communication and language 
2. Physical development; and 
3. Personal, social and emotional development. 

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and future 
learning. 

As children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas.  These are: 
1. Literacy 
2. Mathematics 
3. Understanding the world 
4. Expressive arts and design 

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. The professionals teaching and 
supporting your child will make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique needs. This 
is a little bit like a curriculum in primary and secondary schools, but it's suitable for very young 
children, and it's designed to be really flexible so that staff can follow your child's unique needs 
and interests. Children in the EYFS learn by playing and exploring, being active, and through 
creative and critical thinking which takes place both indoors and outside. 
 
Our small class numbers enable the teachers, who know each child well, to identify those areas 
requiring further development. In addition, and as a matter of course, our teachers carry out 
regular observations, assessments and evaluations. The results of these are reflected in their 
future planning and in the children's individual portfolios.  We encourage our children, parents 
and families to read, comment and contribute to these. 
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Our Enhanced Curriculum 

Since our EYFS Centre is  part of our School which prides itself on its academic results at Year 6, 
our Early Year Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum provides the frame work for Pre-School and 
Reception Teachers when setting developmental targets and objectives.  This curriculum is that 
which is used in most 0-5 year’s education settings in the UK and covers the following six areas of 
learning and development:  

 Personal, social and emotional development- learning self-respect, respect for others and 
developing a positive attitude to learning. 

 Literacy – developing phonological awareness through nursery rhymes, reading and 
spelling. 

 Communication and language - communicating  with others and developing reading skills 

 Mathematics - mathematical skills and vocabulary learned through a wide range of 
practical activities; for example: number, shape, measure, money and problem-solving. 

 Understanding of the world-developing interest and curiosity in the everyday and wider 
world; for example, the environment, technology, and other cultures and religions 

 Physical development- improving skills of co-ordination and movement 

 Expressive Art and Design- involvement in a wide range of activities including art, music, 
role-play and imaginative play. 

Individual Learning Journey 

Children each have an individual learning journey, where their progress is recorded through first-
hand observations, photos, and examples of the child’s work. Parents are encouraged to 
contribute observations and pictures from home. Parents enjoy free access to their child’s learning 
journey at all times. After the transition into Reception is complete, the journeys are passed over 
to parents to treasure. 

Apart from being great fun, these age appropriate programmes provide our Pre-schoolers with a 
head start as they move into the main school curriculum. 

Planning 

General observations of all the children feed into our weekly planning. In addition to this, each 
child will have a number of focus weeks throughout the year. The purpose of the focus weeks is to 
enable the teacher to observe and track the child’s key interests and progress. This allows staff to 
plan activities to support each child’s development. Parents are informed of the dates of their 
child’s focus week. A subsequent meeting to share observations and discuss the child’s progress is 
then arranged. 

 

The Nursery and Pre-school Class  

Our well-resourced nursery setting provides a stimulating environment offering a range of indoor 
and outdoor activities each session such as: 

 Creative play 
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 Sand and water  

 Dressing up and role play area 

 Music and movement  

 Book corner 

 Free writing and drawing table 

 Construction 

 Counting and problem solving 

With a ratio of 1:4, our teachers can readily observe and interact with each child as they come to 
grips with learning objectives their teachers have woven through the children’s chosen activities. 

Well-prepared our little ones move to Reception where the basic skills of literacy and numeracy 
are taught through the gentle medium of the EYFS curriculum. At this stage, whilst more formal 
teacher-led activities are introduced, child-led initiatives build on pre-existing interests and 
inspiring enthusiasm and engagement in learning.   

 

The Reception Class  

The Reception classes is a bright, welcoming and secure environment where our 4-5 year olds 
continue to build the trust and confidence necessary to: 

 explore more structured learning including beginning literacy and numeracy;  
 become actively involved in investigative learning, focussed on finding answers to 

questions they and their teachers have posed;  
 begin to experience research and independence in learning;  
 begin to acquire the skills in critical thinking, creativity and working with others; and to 
 enjoy positive interactions and reciprocal relationships with the teachers and other 

children. 

Our Reception teacher, assisted in class by her teaching assistant, interact with and support each 
child in their learning. Reception utilize the outside space and the larger nursery room to ensure 
all reception children have a wide variety of stimuli.  
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Fees 

Fees: Please find the enclosed with the Prospectus, the schedule of fees for the current academic 
year. Parents will be sent a termly invoice prior to the beginning of each term. Any free education 
entitlement will be deducted and itemised on their invoice. Please note that fees will be charged 
termly, irrespective of a child’s start date. For further information, please refer to our Terms and 
Conditions. 

‘Nursery’ vouchers: We accept all of the major childcare tax credit vouchers. For further details, 
please speak with the School Secretary who will be happy to help. 

 

Parents in Partnership 

It is important to us that the school and home form close and trusting bonds so we endeavour to 
encourage close working relationships between parents and staff throughout the school. Just as 
with our older pupils, the Reception, Nursery and Pre-school children derive a sense of security 
from knowing that their parents and the staff communicate and work together on their behalf.   

From time to time all children require a little extra support from parents so we are happy for 
parents to remain at the beginning of each session until their child is settled and engaged.  We 
encourage parents to support the celebration of culturally important events by sharing their 
experiences.  

Parents Association  
The Buxlow Friends exist to promote the educational welfare of our children. Parents are 
encouraged to join and participate in the Friends’ activities who welcome new ideas and helpers.  
 

Policies 

All Whole School including Early Years policies are available on request from the School Office  

 

General Information 
 
Absence Reporting  
Although attendance at Nursery and Pre-School is not compulsory, we do ask that parents phone 
the main office to let us know if children are unable to attend their usual sessions. If children 
become ill whilst at nursery, parents will be contacted and asked to come and collect them 
immediately. 

If a child has a minor accident during a session, the adult who comes to collect the child at the end 
of the session will be informed of the incident. We will ask the collecting adult to sign the accident 
book to confirm aware of the incident.  We may also ask parents to sign the accident book if a 
child is brought pre-school with an injury that occurred somewhere else. 
 
Accident and Illness  
For the safety and well-being of all our children, we ask parents not to bring children into pre-
school if they are showing any symptoms of being unwell.  
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It is most important that they do not return until they are fully recovered. Please note that 
children must be clear of any diarrhoea or vomiting for at least 48 hours before they return.   
There is a clearly defined procedure on the administration of medication, which is outlined in our 
First Aid Policy. 
Allergies 
Since many children now suffer from allergies of varying degrees, Buxlow Preparatory School 
requests that snacks containing nuts (of all kinds) are not sent to school with the children.  

Please be aware that cakes and biscuits may not be nut free. Therefore he School does not 
encourage the sharing of cakes, biscuits etc. 

 

Birthday Celebrations 
Celebrating birthdays is very important in any class. Parents may send a Birthday cake or fruit 
platter into school for their child to share with friends. Always confirm your intention of doing so 
prior to the day. Sweets and other processed snacks may not be sent into school as a substitute 
for fruit.  Similarly, we ask parents not to send party bags into EYFS. 

 

Clothing and Footwear 
All EYFS children have their own peg for hanging their coat, spare clothes bag, and anything else 
that they may require during the session. 

It is important that children are equipped with seasonally appropriate outdoor clothing, as ideally 
a part of each day is spent outdoors. During the colder months, we ask parents to supply a warm 
waterproof coat and Wellington boots. During the hotter months, children must bring a sunhat to 
to school.  

It is only natural that 2-4 year olds sometimes become so absorbed in their activities that they do 
not make it to the toilet in time. Parents are asked to provide a change of clothes in case of such 
an accident. 

Children should not wear any jewellery other than stud-earrings or symbols of religious 
significance. The teacher will be only too happy to discuss individual requirements with parents. 

 
Emergency Contacts 
The School will always endeavour to contact parents when there is an emergency at school. 
However, there may be times when contact cannot be made therefore the School requests 
parents to provide the office with: 

1. the appropriate form giving permission to contact them via Teachers2Parents  

2. your current mobile phone numbers and email addresses; 

3. the name and telephone number of several persons who can be contacted in cases of 
emergencies when parents are  not contactable; and 

4. advise the school office for any updates to emergency numbers email addresses and home 
addresses or emergency contact persons occur.  These are immediately uploaded on to the 
School’s management data base. 

 

Emergency Notifications: teacher2parents texts will be used wherever possible  
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Illness and Injury: Children may become ill or get injured at school. Whenever this happens, the 
School will contact the parent.  

Head injuries: As a matter of course, the School endeavours to ring parents to discuss next steps 
when a child receives a bump to the head.   
 
Exit Books 
Pupils must be signed out in the office and will not be released to anyone other than those listed 
on the emergency database without written authorization.  

Meals and Snacks 
Please tell n us of any dietary restrictions or allergies that a child may have. Due to the current 
prevalence of children with nut allergies, we do not allow any food items containing nuts to be 
brought onto the premises. Drinking water is always freely available, and is situated so that 
children can help themselves independently. 

Milk is served to accompany home prepared play-lunch in the morning whilst freshly cut fruit are 
afternoon. The children enjoy their home prepared lunch within the Nursery and Reception 
Rooms, sitting together around the table with a member of staff. It provides a valuable 
opportunity for children to develop their social interaction and communication skills.  

Rest Time 
Some full-day children may require an afternoon rest. We make such children comfortable in the 
quiet corner; provide them with their own sleep-mat and sheet. We suggest that parents leave a 
small blanket and any special toy in a bag on their child’s peg. This can be discussed in detail with 
the teacher. 

Tooth Hygiene 
The teacher is happy to help children who are staying for full day session to brush their teeth after 
lunch. If this is required, parents will need to send in a named tooth brush and cover, along with a 
tube of toothpaste. 
 
Medication 
Buxlow School prefers not to give medication to pupils believing that is a child is ill they should 
stay home until well again so that the pupil may maintain school attendance. Please refer to the 
Whole School including EYFS First Aid policy 

 

Transition from Pre-school into Reception 
Those children moving into our Reception Class will benefit from our phased transitional 
programme. The programme includes a number of visits to the Reception Class, and attendance at 
a number of appropriate assemblies and other activities. Parents will be invited to attend an 
introductory meeting with the Reception Class teacher during the Summer Term. 

 

Transition from Reception to Year 1  
Children moving into Year 1 from Reception Class have experienced being part of the Lower School 
and have gotten to know the teachers attendance through attendance at a number of appropriate 
assemblies and other activities. The transition programme includes a number of visits to the 
Reception Class and parents are invited to attend an introductory meeting with the Reception 
Class teachers during the Summer Term. 
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