
 
 
 

Newsletter – Autumn 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It was a very successful year for Buxlow last year, with pupils securing offers to some of the best 
schools in North London and South Hertfordshire. We all wish them well at the start of the next 
chapter of their academic lives. The start to the new academic year has been a busy one for the 
school and it was a pleasure seeing parents attend the Curriculum Evening last Thursday. During my 
speech at Prize Giving Day, I referred to the term ‘change’. This term can sometimes be perceived as 
a concern, a change from the norm, but in any educational establishment change is vital for 
improvement, progression and above all to give our pupils the very best opportunities, which they 
fully deserve. The start of the term has delivered change to our sporting venues and both the new 
swimming pool setting at Better Gym, Empire Way, and the improved PE facilities at Wembley 
Primary have both proved to be very successful with our pupils. We want our pupils to be happy at 
school and to enjoy their facilities, the outcome of which makes learning fun.  
 
Continuing with our theme of change, apart from welcoming new members of staff, I devised a plan 
to move teachers from Year 5 to Year 2 down by a year group. As explained earlier, the rationale 
behind this movement is that this will support high academic standards. Each of those teachers are 
accurately aware, based on current experience, of the pitch and expectation required for the year 
above and this will ensure high standards of teaching and learning outcomes for all pupils on that 
basis. The feedback from teachers has been very positive – they are enjoying the change of a new 
curriculum and year group. Above all, our pupils have settled well into the new academic year and 
we all look forward to a continuation of this. 
 
I also spoke of greater transparency to our parent body in terms of feed back of your child’s 
progress: A scheduled Parents’ Evening was brought earlier to this half term, 14th October, to discuss  
observations and to share targets in Reading, Writing and Mathematics based on data and teacher 
assessment from this half term. The intention here is that during the parent meeting, you will be 
fully briefed with regards to academics. Of course, pastoral and social issues will also be discussed. 
Three Open Book days will take place over this academic year – the first one scheduled for 3.45-
6.00pm Monday 18th November. 
 
Reading 
I have been working closely with staff to develop the teaching of Reading. Timetabled Guided 
Reading sessions are included in the weekly timetable, in which text is read and analysed, not only in 
retrieval and inference, but in the deeper study of the vocabulary, sentence structure and 
intonation. Texts are pitched 1 year to 18 months above the fluency age of the year group. After 
shared reading of the texts, pupils answer of series of differentiated questions relating to their 
reading level and abilities. Education Research and subsequent studies have shown that pupil 
outcomes for Reading are significantly improved: 
 

https://www.buxlowschool.org.uk/


https://www.tes.com/news/why-whole-class-reading-beats-carousel-and-seven-ways-ensure-it-
successful 
 
http://www.mrspteach.com/2014/10/how-do-whole-class-reading-lessons-work.html 
 
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1020&context
=reading_horizons 
 
In addition to whole class Guided Reading, teachers to Year 3 will continue to hear individual pupils 
read and comment in the school diary. Please ensure that as parents and carers, you also continue 
this practise at home. There will also be a whole class reader, for all year groups, for the teacher to 
solely read to the class for their enjoyment and to share positive reading skills.  
 
CPD, Mental Health and Social Responsibilities 
I am committed to the Continual Professional Development of staff and this not only manifests itself 
during staff training days, but also during our weekly staff meetings, in which we constantly re-
evaluate school processes and also strive to improve them. During the INSET training days at the 
beginning of September, all members of staff received a full days certified training on Paediatric First 
Aid. The second day of training was firstly spent with a Mindfulness coach, to examine mental health 
issues and increase knowledge and awareness; to explore strategies to support our staff to alleviate 
the stresses and strains of modern working and living. To take this even further, Mrs Zaman, Mrs 
Jobe and I will be attending a training day at Haberdashers' Aske's School for Girls: 
 
file:///C:/Users/head/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FXPU1EN0/S
peaker%20Selection%20Information%205%20October%202019%20(002).pdf 
 
Mental Health issues feature heavily on the agenda at the Department of Education, and it is an 
issue that I feel very strongly about. In my conversations with many of you, I have stressed how 
vitally essential it is that our pupils feel safe and secure at school and without that in place, any form 
of progress, albeit academic and social is very difficult for children to achieve. During our day at 
Habs’ Girls’, we shall be attending a variety of different lectures that link solely to primary education, 
with the intention of sharing our experiences with our colleagues to benefit our pupils and wider 
school community. With Mental Health issues currently highlighted by government think tanks, I 
want Buxlow to be ready and prepared to support its community. We are a very caring school, and 
my sincerest hope is that may long continue. We shall also be exploring a variety of themes during 
Anti-Bullying Week – Monday 11th November. I include the link from the Department of Education 
regarding Mental Health in schools: 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/705083/Supporting_Mental-Health_pen_portraits.pdf 
 
To build upon this message of support and social responsibility, this year, we shall be holding a 
Harvest Festival assembly at Buxlow on Thursday 10th October. It will be held at school and attended 
by the Revd. Helen Askwith from At. Augustine’s Church. The assembly will be led by Year 4 and 
given the consideration of space, Year 4 parents will be invited to the assembly. Mrs Hutchinson will 
shortly contact the school community for donations of food. A visit to Brent Foodbank to deliver the 
donated items will take place shortly after the Harvest Festival and accompanied by Year 5 and Year 
6 pupils, to promote a deeper understanding of the challenges and complexities of homelessness. 
Once confirmation of this date is made by the foodbank, I shall communicate this to parents and 
carers. 
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For the second part of the second Inset Day, I invited a leading Primary Science expert and leader of 
STEM, Kulvinder Johal, to lead staff training. Kulvinder focused on teaching practical Science and 
investigations. As previously stated, I aim on increasing inquiry led learning within all lessons at 
Buxlow and I have seen how well this is working in my observations of teaching around the school. In 
short, less reliance on the teacher and more emphasis on exploration and discovery, the truest form 
of learning. We all learned much from the afternoon and moving forward, I look forward to seeing 
those strategies firmly in place. 
 
This term we have also introduced the online Mathematics teaching tool – Mathletics from years 3 
to 6. Teachers are now using this both within lessons and as Home Learning tasks. Parents are 
encouraged to sign up to access the parent portal, with details found in the link below: 
 
file:///C:/Users/head/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/FXPU1EN0/
Mathletics%20Parent%20Presentation.pdf 
 
Assessment 
I would like to communicate with you a change to assessments. Previously, many schools in the ILG 
group have used the PIRA and PUMA for assessing English and Maths, Starting this academic year, a 
whole group agreement was reached with GL Assessment to use their range of assessments from 
CAT4, NGRT and PTM/PTE. The CAT4 test will be used with Year 2 and above as a baseline 
assessment and is used to identify potential in pupils. It is a diagnostic test and covers the following 
areas: Quantitative, Verbal, Non-Verbal and Spatial Reasoning. Testing will begin in Assessment 
week, w/b 23rd September, The NGRT test, New Group Reading will be completed during the 
following week. Progress Tests in English, Maths and Science are completed at the end of the 
academic year to measure progress against the CAT4 results. Having used GL Assessment products 
for many years at my previous school, Hendon Prep, I am able to confidently comment on the 
accuracy of the tests and attribute this accuracy to successful pairing of Year 6 pupils to their senior 
school choices. A range of teacher assessments and other tests will also continually inform teachers 
throughout the academic year.  
 
https://www.gl-assessment.co.uk 
 
Nursery pupils will to be assessed by a continuous process against the Early Learning Goals, to be 
recorded by the online tool, Tapestry. Reception and Year 1 pupils will be assessed using CEM 
assessments, suitable tailored for our younger pupils. Baseline testing at the start of the year and 
progress testing at the end of the year will measure progress made. Once again, Teacher 
assessments and other tests will continually inform teachers throughout the academic year.  
https://www.cem.org/about-us 
 
Please note that since these are cognitive tests and diagnostic, they are assessments that should not 
be ‘prepared for’ and revision is not suitable. It is important that we capture the accurate level of the 
pupil in order to correctly identify a gaps analysis to inform future teaching and planning. The gaps 
will also be communicated to parents during Parents’ Evening. 
 
Senior Schools 
Following the Year 5 parent meetings in May, I shall be meeting with Year 6 parents to discuss their 
senior school choices and any issues that may concern them. Those meetings will be held w/b 4th 
November as most senior school open days would have been attended by this date. Please note that 
for many senior schools, the cut off for registration is the end of November/start of December. 
However, please check the school website for each individual school as cut off dates will vary. In the 
meantime, if you have any concerns with regards to academic or pastoral issues, please contact Mrs 
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Kerley directly before the meeting date at the start of November. Year 5 senior school parent 
meetings will be held during the Spring term. 
 
Parent Coffee Mornings 
We will be holding parent coffee mornings over the course of this term. This will be an opportunity 
to meet Senior members of staff and teacher in an informal setting to be held from 8.35am – 
9.05am. The event will be held in the Year 3 classroom. Dates are as follows: 
 
Year 4 and Year 5 - Tuesday 15th October 
Year 2 and Year 3 – Tuesday 29th October 
Reception and Year 1 – Tuesday 12th November 
Nursery – Tuesday 19th November 
Year 6 – Tuesday 3rd December  
 
Please ensure that you sign in with the school office first. 
  
Evo-Award/ Breath Clean project 
As detailed in my correspondence of the 20th September, I am proud to announce the establishment 
of an Eco-Committee and the seeking of an award to showcase our environmentally friendly 
schemes. I know that we shall have the support of parents in this regard and this affects everyone 
present and future, and it is for our young pupils to appreciate their role in managing climate change 
and the responsibility that this brings. 
 
Home/School Communication 
Please continue to check your class Dojo for continuous updates from your child’s class teacher. 
Facebook and Twitter are also a valuable source of information about what is happening in the 
school. We will update the school website calendar to reflect changes as and when they occur and 
we aim to ensure this is the most accurate up to date source of information, so please refer to the 
calendar on the school website first. 
 
What’s next? 

• The Macmillan Coffee morning is fast approaching, 8.15-9.00am Friday 27th September. Any 
nut free cake donations would be gratefully received as well as any volunteers for that 
morning from 8am to 9am. If you are able to support the school, please do contact Mrs 
Hutchinson to confirm before Friday 27th September.  

• Deadline for register interest in Friends of Buxlow key positions by Tuesday 1st October – to 
follow with an AGM meeting for 3.30pm Wednesday 9th October.  

• A parent quiz night and pupil cinema evening – dates to be advised. 
 
I trust that you have found this newsletter informative. I shall continue to communicate with the 
wider school community via a number means and continuously throughout the term. 
I also look forward to seeing many of you during our interactions at the school door either at the 
beginning or end of the day or during the Class Coffee Mornings. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mr D May 
Headteacher 

 
 


