
 
 
 

Christmas Newsletter - 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of the calendar year and embark on a brand new year, we all consider the 
opportunities that the new year will bring as well as reviewing experiences of this past year. At 
Buxlow, we near the end of an extremely busy term and it is with satisfaction that I reflect on all that 
has occurred since early September: 
 
Philanthropic endeavours 
The Buxlow school community: parents, pupils and staff, have proved again and again to be 
extremely generous in supporting the near and wider community and those less fortunate than 
ourselves. This was manifested in a number of ways: Collecting for the Harvest Festival, Year 5 & 6 
Foodbank visit, Cakes for Macmillan’s Coffee Morning, raising money for Children in Need and Great 
Ormond Street Children’s Hospital.  A truly amazing effort and a huge thank you to all those that 
supported by raising a total of £482.02 for charities this term. We also collected for the Royal British 
Legion by selling poppies and participated in remembering the war dead by holding our 
Remembrance assembly led by Year 5 – a humbling and moving presentation focusing on diversity. 
 
Engagement with parents and carers 
This has been a focus for the last term and will continue to be an ongoing priority. We began a new 
initiative of inviting parents into school for coffee mornings. It has been a wonderful opportunity for 
the school management team and class teachers to meet informally with parents. I look forward to 
announcing the dates for the next round of coffee mornings to be scheduled for the latter half of the 
Spring Term. Our second round of Open Book days took place in November and I warmly invite all 
parents to attend future Open Book days. It is the opportunity for you to participate in your child’s 
educational journey as they talk you through highlights from their schoolwork. We have also 
supported parents by holding our annual E-Safety workshop run by Mr Neves. Nursery parents were 
invited to join their children in the ‘Stay and Play’, which included lots of painting, drawing and play. 
I am also very pleased to announce that the nursery will be joining the rest of the school on class 
dojo. Nursery staff will now be able to share elements of their day with nursery parents via dojo.  
 
Reading 
As stated in our Autumn Newsletter, the school identified its development of Reading. To support 
this, I invited Cate Douglas to run reading workshops with Lower School classes. This was a 
resounding success and our younger pupils enjoyed the opportunity to meet Cate and to purchase 
signed copies of her book ‘Poppy’s Tail’. To encourage reading across the school, we held a book fair 
at the very end of November, which was very well attended. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.buxlowschool.org.uk/


 
 
IT 
I am delighted to announce the arrival of a 3D printer. This will be shared with St. Christopher’s and 
provides the opportunity to print a range of 3D items which will revolutionise our provision of and 
the teaching of Computer Science. I am very excited to create my own design of glasses! Watch this 
space!  School Jam is a new initiative which will be available to parents of Reception, Year 1 and Year 
2 pupils in January 2020. It is an interactive tool to support Maths and to enable parent and child to 
work together. An introductory School Jam workshop for parents will be held in January: 
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Primary/supplementary-resources/all-
supplementary-resources/school-jam/school-jam.aspx 
 
Mr Neves began an ‘Hour of Code’ which promoted programming for pupils in Year 3 to Year 6. 
Following this successful trial, we will incorporate Year 2 within the next phase. For further 
information follow: 
https://hourofcode.com/uk/gb 
 
Our School 
I do hope that you were able to watch the school video, which is a living prospectus. It highlights the 
very many wonderful elements of our school and I am very proud of it and the contribution of our 
pupils and staff. The children are our greatest ambassadors, and this is truly evident from the video. 
For those of you that have not witnessed our foray into Hollywood, please following this link: 
https://www.buxlowschool.org.uk/school-life/buxlow-school-video-2019/ 
 
Since the start of the new term, the school has strived to showcase our wonderful lessons and 
activities via various social media outlets: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube. If possible, 
please show your support for the school by following the school accounts and liking our posts. We 
are very proud of the efforts of our pupils and wish to share our triumphs with you. Our Nursery 
Manager, Susan Jarrett, featured in the November issue of Families Magazine. The article highlights 
the unique educational experience offered at Buxlow and can be found on page 8. 
 
Trips and School visitors 
Last term, parental feedback focused on a lack of external learning opportunities for pupils. We 
listened. The school have significantly improved the amount and quality of trips and this term we 
have visited the following: 
 
The Museum of London ▪ Wembley United Synagogue ▪ Trussell Trust Foodbank ▪ The British 
Museum ▪ Royal Aeronautical Society 
 
We also received visitors from Drama 4 All:  Castle's, Knights and Princesses workshop, Breathe Easy 
(air pollution assembly) and Troubadour Productions presenting the pantomime Mother Goose at 
Christmas. The ABRSM music examiner and nurse for the flu inoculations were additional visitors to 
the school. 
 
Competitions 
We have many exciting opportunities for competitions this year: In November, Buxlow played 
Grange Park and St. Christopher’s in a chess tournament.  We played admirably! A sports fixture is 
planned for the end of January and an Art competition is planned for February with St. Nicholas, St. 
Christopher’s and Grange Park. Buxlow has been invited to a chess tournament at Mulberry House 
School in March and an inter-house ‘Bake Off’ is also planned for the Spring term. For the first time, 
Buxlow will be participating in the Lyndhurst School cross country run at Mill Hill in March. 

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/Primary/supplementary-resources/all-supplementary-resources/school-jam/school-jam.aspx
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Eco- School 
Buxlow were awarded the Bronze and Silver Awards from the Eco Schools Award, supported by Miss 
Stanton and the Eco-Committee and we are now working towards the Gold Award. The Eco-
Committee will be planning an Eco- Day which will introduce part of our school action plan, which is 
required for securing the Gold Award.  We are also now considering recommendations following the 
report from Breathe Easy and will share those findings and our combative measures for managing air 
pollution in January 2020. I am fully confident that parents, pupils and staff will support suggestions 
made by the committee and Breathe Easy.  
 
Reports 
As part of the school’s initiative on openness and greater transparency, the issuing of pupil reports 
to parents was brought forward by one week to enable parents to communicate any 
findings/concerns with teachers in a timely manner, if required. An additional change for this 
reporting cycle has been the inclusion of a Teacher Assessment grade, which will enable further 
accuracy for identifying the attainment and progress in pupils. Further details of the new assessment 
procedures were communicated in a separate letter detailing the precise changes. 
 
Senior School support 
As part of our continued support of the 11+ process, the school has worked closely with parents and 
senior schools in a number of ways: We have held parent meetings for current year 6 parents to 
discuss senior school choices and to offer advice based on teacher assessments, followed by a 
second meeting to confirm later in the year, to advise on the process and ensure alignment in school 
choices. To further support guidance of the process of senior school applications, we held an 11+ 
senior school meeting to which we invited the Registrar at Merchant Taylors’ School, Jonny Taylor 
and the Head of Middle School at St. Helen’s School, Carolyn Hill to explain that process from their 
perspective. Parents of Year 4, 5 and 6 were invited to that meeting. This term, I have separatory 
visited St. Helen’s, John Lyon, Haberdashers' Aske's School for Girls and Merchant Taylors, and I 
intend to continue to visit other schools over the duration of this academic year. A closer 
relationship with the senior schools facilitates not only a greater understanding of their offerings and 
requirements, but also enables a closer relationship, crucial when supporting parents during the 
application process. During my senior leadership career, I have visited many other senior schools, 
meeting with Heads’ and Registrars’ which adds a layer of familiarity for them when working 
through applications. Drawing on those associations results in clear communication and strong 
professional relationships. 
 
Staff 
The Department for Education published a standard for Teachers’ Professional Development in 2016: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/537031/160712_-_PD_Expert_Group_Guidance.pdf 
 
As a commitment to this and a firm believer in continued professional development for staff that will 
directly impact upon improving outcomes for our pupils, our Continual Professional Development 
(CPD) programme for this term is as follows: 
 
Deputy Heads’ Meeting -Wroxham Transformative Learning Alliance 
Art course - ISA 
Teaching and Learning forum - Haberdashers’ Aske’s for Girls 
Data Analysis workshop –Wroxham Transformative Learning Alliance 
Head’s Meeting – ISA 
*This is in addition to CPD covered internally during weekly staff meetings. 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/537031/160712_-_PD_Expert_Group_Guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/537031/160712_-_PD_Expert_Group_Guidance.pdf


 
Christmas Market 
I owe a special thanks to our newly elected ‘Friends of Buxlow’ for their support in organising the 
Christmas Market, a great joint effort and our own miniature version of a ‘Winter Wonderland’. 
Thank you to our staff, pupils and parents for their wonderful support in making the market a 
resounding success and congratulations to the many raffle winners. I look forward to future 
initiatives that support our pupils and the school. A very special thanks to our market sponsors: ASQ 
Recruitment, Protocol Education, ILG and Daniels Estate Agents.  
 
Home/School Communication 
Starting in January 2020, all Nursery pupils will be issued with a daily diary which will enable a 
greater ease of communication between parents and nursery staff to record key parts of the day, 
such a nappy changes, meals, sleep and applied application of prescribed medicines. 
 
Start of the school day 
The start of the school day is crucial. It sets the tone for the day and teachers view the start of the 
lesson as critical in ensuring learning objectives are achieved and realised. Arriving late to school is 
incredibly disruptive for all, pupils and staff. I appreciate that buses and trains and traffic all play 
their part, but we do need your help in ensuring that children gain the most from their school day 
and that from January 2020 all pupils are to arrive before 8.30am to start to the school day. 
 
Welcome to newcomers 
We have a number of new pupils starting in January. I know that the parent and pupil body will 
warmly welcome all newcomers to our Buxlow family. 
 
What’s on for next term: 
January 2020 
School Jam Parent workshop  
Eco Day  
Football competition  
February 2020 
French Day 
Art competition  
Apple Store trip - workshop  
Bake Off – Interhouse Competition  
Dogs Trust workshop  
March 2020 
St Paul’s Cathedral trip  
Mulberry House Chess competition  
Cross Country run – Mill Hill 
Visiting speaker: Rabbi Harris TBA 
TFL -Year 6 for Year 7 transition workshop – TBA 
NHS Ambulance – Life saving skills workshop – TBA 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you personally for your support this last term and to 
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and very prosperous and happy New Year. I look forward to 
welcoming you to our annual Christmas Carol Concert at St. Augustine’s Church tomorrow. Doors 
will be open at 10.00am. 
 
Regards, 
Mr D May 
Headteacher 


