
 

September 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Firstly, a very warm welcome back to members of our school community: pupils, parents and staff. It 

is wonderful to see pupils back at school, excited to see old and new friends and starting their new 

academic year with all the promise of educational adventures that entails. It was a very different 

start to the year: staff wearing masks, taking temperatures, social distancing, repetitive hand 

washing to name just a few of those changes. I am very proud of the mature manner in which our 

pupils are adapting to new rules and a new way in managing themselves at school. I would also like 

to thank parents and staff for the cooperation and support they have shown with changes 

forthcoming this September. We will all adapt to the new reality.  

 

I would like to share information of our peripatetic teachers: 

Yusuf Lahham started playing the classical guitar at 6 years old, taking up the viola da gamba a year 

later. At a young age he successfully entered the Oxford Music Festival on guitar multiple times, 

winning the Patrick Gibson cup for three consecutive years and giving recitals at the Jacqueline Du 

Pre building and the Holywell Music Room.  

During his undergraduate studies at the Royal College of Music, his main academic research was on 

the similarities and relation between the Baroque viola da gamba and the Spanish guitar. Whilst 

studying at the RCM, he performed as a soloist and a chamber musician at multiple venues including 

the Queen’s gallery at Buckingham Palace, Vaudeville theatre and Royal College of Music’s Amaryllis 

Fleming Concert hall. In his final year as an undergraduate, his chamber consort was chosen to 

perform at Windsor Castle appearing on BBC Radio 3’s Early Music Show. 

He has taught and continues to teach many private students the classical guitar, viola da gamba and 

music theory. Having graduated in 2020 with an upper-second class honours degree, Yusuf intends 

to continue giving recitals and lessons whilst undertaking his legal studies.  

Polina Makhina is a talented young violinist and pianist from Russia. Her career began at the age of 8, 

when she won her first Grand-Prix at a competition at the Voronezh Music College. Since then she has 

taken part in competitions and festivals all across Russia and in countries like Germany, Kazakhstan 

and Switzerland, becoming a laureate of such prestigious competitions as X Youth Delphic Games of 

Russia, The Rotary Competition and VII International Tchaikovsky Competition for Young Musicians. 

The highlights of her career include recitals given in the General Consulate of Russian Federation in 

Bonn, Germany and playing with many state and national orchestras in Russia and United Kingdom.  

Having received a full scholarship from PF Charitable Trust, in September 2013 Polina began her 

studies at The Purcell School of Music for young musicians. There she has blossomed into a mature 



violinist with the firm guidance from Nathaniel Vallois. After winning The Purcell School Concerto 

Competition she has been offered to perform with Purcell School Symphony Orchestra, and as a 

Winner of Windsor and Maidenhead Young Musician competition, she was invited to play a concerto 

with Maidenhead Symphony Orchestra. Moreover, she has performed with Amadeus Symphony 

orchestra in St Albans in September 2018. Since studying in the UK, she has performed extensively in 

solo, orchestral and chamber capacities, in venues including Brocket Hall, Drapers Hall, Cadogan Hall 

(where she led the Purcell School Symphony Orchestra), Queen Elizabeth Hall, Great Hall of Eton and 

Westminster Abbey in the presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. 

 At the age of 16 Polina made her solo recital debut at Wigmore Hall and continues to perform there 

– her chamber recital took place on 9th June 2018.  Additionally, Polina has been actively supporting 

her cultural heritage – she regularly performs at such events the annual Russian poetry competition 

‘Pushkin in Britain’ and collaborates with such organisations as Rossotrudnichestvo. Polina is currently 

studying at the Royal College of Music on a full scholarship with Mark Messenger, Emily Sun and 

Alexander Gilman.  

To confirm the instruments are offered through peripethic teaching: Guitar, piano, violin and cello. 

Yusuf will be teaching the guitar on Wednesdays and Polina will be teaching the piano, violin and 

cello on Thursdays. The rate for 30 minutes tuition will be £17.50 and only one child will be taught 

per lesson.  We aim to begin peripatetic teaching from w/b Monday 28th September. Please confirm 

your booking with me directly and once I have collated a timetable, I will pass the details of both 

teachers to arrange payment directly. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Please do continue to monitor social distancing outside of the school gate and generally in the wider 

world. We are all determined that Buxlow remains a safe and healthy place to be and we all need to 

commit to ensuring that. 

We will be announcing senior pupil positions of responsibility tomorrow, an exciting time for the 

school. I wish the Year 6 pupils the best of luck in their speeches tomorrow. 

Regards, 

Mr May 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


